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11.08.2024 - Sunday

1.Manaveli - Cuddalore
2.Emakalapuram - Dindigul
3.Karasangal - Kanchipuram
4.Sakkudi - Madurai
5.Kurayur - Madurai
6.Meliyanethal - Ramnad
7.Ayakkaranpulam - Nagai
8.Kadamalaikundu - Theni
9.Ramapuram - Thiruvallur
10.K.Pudhupatti - Sivagangai
11.Vallam - Thanjavur
12.Nadukattur - Tuticorin
13.Thanichiyam - Ramnad
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Herituge Walk

Ft. Ayyanar Temples

There is no direct evidence of existence of Ayyanr Culture in
Sangam Literature but we can infer the existence of Ayyanar
Culture through the name Satthan of Sangam Age Poets. It is
practice in Tamilnadu to name the new born children with the
name their family deities. The 5th Century Tamil Literature
Silapathikaram mentions that name of Satthan temple as
Purampanaikottam. It mentions further that the god in this
temples fulfill the wishes of their Deities. Since Traditional
Horse merchants had the practice of praying Satthan, the horse
may be connected with Satthan as his vehicle and even now
Horse Festival happening in the Ayyanar Temple. People
believes Ayyanar protects the Water bodies and Village and the
temple of Ayyanar with his consorts Pooran and Pushkala
exists near the water bodies of Villages in Tamilnadu
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Madurai City Heritage Walk -1 (08.08.2024 Thursday - Morning 7 am)

Madurai has trade contacts with the cities situated on the banks of river
Ganges and as well as the Greeks and Romans. Foreign traders and
spiritualists affiliated to different religious sects had associated with
Madurai from time immemorial. Even today, Madurai keeps its glorious past,
Traditional temple Festivals and Political importance intact. The present
Madurai was established by the Pandya rulers and expanded during the
Nayak rule. The ancient Madurai of the Pandyas was located within the four
Mast streets. In the centre of the ancient city, in-between the Thirumalai
Nayak Palace and the Meenakshi Sundaresvara temple, there are certain
traces of ancient and historically significant buildings and other places.

Anaimalai (09.08.2024 Friday - Morning 7 am)

Yanaimalai is located ten kilometers east of Madurai on trunk road leading
to Thiruchirappalli. There has a continuous historical importance with its
historical monuments and other sources of cultural ethos since the Sangam
age. There is a natural cavern of the Jains located at the top of the hill’s
southern side with Brahmi Tamil Brahmi inscription of the 1st century A.D.
The bas reliefs sculptural panels of the Jain Thirthankaras, Yakshi and
Yaksha are seen at the fagade of a natural cavern located on the western
side of the hill at a medium height belong to the 9th-10th century A.D.
Further Narasinga Perumal Cave temple (A.D. 770), Murugan Cave temple (
Ladan Koil) 8th century A.D.) And Veda Narayana Perumal temple
(13thcenturyA.D) is famous in this hillock.

Keelamathur (10.08.2024 Saturday - Morning 8 am)

Keelamathur, an ancient village is located to the west of Madurai, on the
Grand Trade Route towards Thiruvedagam- Cholavandhan. It is situated on
the southern bank of river Vaigai. At present, the village is divided in to two
parts as Keelmathur (eastern part) and Melamathur (western part) Of them,
the eastern part i.e.,Keelamathur is an ancient one. This place is mentioned
in the inscription of this location as Thirumathur. It was a prominent village
during the Pandya period. The Siva temple of ths village testifies the
antiquity of this place. It was a popular place during the reign of the Pandya
ruler Cholan Thalai Konda Virapandya (C.E 946-966)

Melavasal Kottaik kotthalam / West gate fort and bastions (11.08.2024
Sunday - Morning 7 am)

There were 72 bastions keeping the four outer (veli vithi) streets as moats
during the Nayak period. The Madurai fort was constructed his fort with 72
bastions and four gateways by Visvanatha Nayak who ascended the throne in
AD 1529. These 72 bastions were guarded by 72 poligars. This fort survived
up to the British rule. It was during the rule of the Madurai collector
Blackburn the fort was demolished and the outer streets were laid. The east,
west, north and south gateways were demolished and the names are still in
vogue in remembrance of their existence. However, the castle in the west
gate is left by the Britishers and still it remains as evidence.
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