
Eighteenth Seventeenth Virtual 
Heritage Walk    10.10.2021

Samanar Malai
( Madurai  District )

History, Archaeology, and Food Tradition 



Location Map of Samanarmalai,MaduraiDistrict



•Prayer    
•Welcome ,Brief on Kannagi Vattara Kalangiam and Introduction of  
Participant Host Communities ; Mrs.Laxmiprabha Kannagi Vattara
Kalangiam
•Introduction of  Resource Persons and Participants ; K.P.Bharathi
•Introductory Remarks : M.P.Vasimalai E.D.  DHAN 
•Historical Background   and  Jain Cultural Importance  of  
Samanarmalai ; Dr.G.Sethuraman Art Historian
•Archaeological Importance of Samanarmalai ; Dr.V.Vedachalam 
Archaeologist
•Heritage and Development  - K.P.Bharathi 
•Community interaction on  Festival / Intangible Heritage , and  
Heritage Food of  Samanarmalai
•Release of  Brochure   on Samanarmalai : Mrs.Laxmiprabha
•Concluding Remarks and way forward : Mr.Naguveerprakash Regional 
Coordinator , Madurai Urban Region  

Virtual Heritage walk-Samanarmalai



Prayer  Song:
Mrs. Pondiammal- Kannagi Penkal Vattara Kalangiam



Welcome Brief on  Kannagi Vattara kalangiam and Introduction  of   
and Host Communities:

Mrs.LaxmiPrabha Integrator  Kannagi Penkal Vattara Kalangiam



Introduction of  Resource Persons and Participants; 
K.P.Bharathi

Dr. G. Sethuraman
Dr.V.Vedachalam
M.P. Vasimalai
Various  stakeholders and Participant s in Tamilnadu  



Dr.G.Sethuraman
 M.A., M.Phil., Ph.D., Dip. In  Archaeology.
 Senior Professor, Head and Chairperson (Rtd) Dept. of Art History, 

Aesthetics and Fine Arts, School of Performing Arts, Madurai Kamaraj
University, Madurai-21, UGC-Emirates Professor (Fellow) .

 He published 15books and 72 Reasearch Papers and got Best Book 
Award by Government of Tamil Nadu for ‘History of Buddhist Art’ –
2013

 Member in various academic bodies like Panchalachodamasthana
Kanpur, Tamil Nadu History Congress. Member in TamilNadu
Archaeological Society, Indian Art History Congress, Indian Art History 
Congress.  South Indian History Congress.


 P.G. Board of Studies – University of Madras (Ancient History and 

Archaeology) Board of Studies in Traditional Architecture –University 
of Madras –P.G. Indian Culture Board of Studies Madurai Kamaraj
University, 

 M.K. University nominee in the Management Committee of two 
autonomous colleges. Guided 32 PhD Scholars  in various discipline



 M.A.. PhD (Art History) Madurai Kamaraj University, Tamilnadu Title of the
Thesis : Society and Culture in the Pandya Country. P.G.Dip. in Archaeology
and Epigraphy and Certificate in Museology, National Museum, New Delhi.

 33 years Service in the Tamilnadu State Dept of Archaeology in the Capacity of
Museum Curator, Epigraphist and Archaeologist.

 He publishes 50 books and 100 research papers

 He got Best book award for ‘Historical Social Geography of Pandia Country’
by Tamil Nadu Progressive Writers and Artist Association during 2021

 Member in various academic bodies like- Indian History Congress,
Epigraphical Society of Indian, South Indian Numismatics Society, South
Indian History Congress, Tamilnadu History Congress,Tamilnadu
Archaeological Society.

 Best book award for ‘Parakirama Pandiyapuram’ by Tamilnadu Government
during 2000

 He got Best book award for ‘Historical Social Geography of Pandia Country’
by Tamil Nadu Progressive Writers and Artist Association during 2021

Dr.V.Vedachalam 



Introductory remarks 
Mr.M.P.Vasimalai, Executive Director 

DHAN Foundation



Dr. G. Sethuraman Speaks on Historical Background,
and  Jain Cultural Importance of Samanarmalai
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Samanarmalai



Way to “Petchipallam”



Dr.V. Vedachalam Speaks on Archaeological Importance of 
Samanarmalai



Samanarmalai
TamilBrhmi Inscription  Cave

(Local Name: Aaduorichanparai )



Ruined Jain Beds 
Melakuilkudi
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Pechipallam Jain Tirthankaras
( Bahubali , Parsuvanatha,Mahaveer)



19

Ruined 
Madeviperumpalli with 

Inscriptions



Traditional Lamp post at the top of the Hill
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Saravanabalakola



Way to Chettipudavu



To step in to 
“Chettipudavu”



view of “Chettipudavu” cave
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Sculptures in “Chettipudavu” Jain cave.



Close view of the sculptures in Chettipudavu
Jain Cave 



“Iyakki (a) ambika”

Iyakki Korraria 

Chettipudavu Cave Sculpture 



View of the Lotus Tank



Ayyanar Temple 



Heritage and Development : K.P. Bharathi







Community Interaction-
Mrs.Laxmi Priya Kannaki Penkal Vattara Kalangiam



Release of  
SamanarmalaiBrocure and 

Way Forward 
Mr.Naguveerprakash Regional 

Integrator
Madurai Urban  Region 



Thanks to All Stakeholders and 
Participants 


